POLS 4392.002/5325
Fall 2026

State Politics
Tuesday 7:00 — 9:50 PM
Location: UH 455 (UH 13 on August 18t")

Instructor: Dr. Brent Boyea

Office: 446 University Hall

POLS Department Phone: 817-272-2991

E-mail: boyea@uta.edu

Website: https://www.brentdboyea.com

Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/academics/faculty/profile?user=boyea

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9:45-10:30AM and by appointment

Microsoft Teams link:

https://teams.microsoft.com/I/team/19%3AHMTLVBcN F8PSoY1aktBCn8T 5TrdoWGkX15aWxosCcl%4
Othread.tacv2/conversations?groupld=e27c07ae-5577-405e-8791-6e6322e4042b&tenantld=5cdc5b43-
d7be-4caa-8173-729e3b0ab62d9

I. Introduction:

This course is designed to examine state politics with the intent to familiarize students with the
guestions, approaches, and issues involved in the study of the American states. Our focus during the
semester will be far ranging, beginning with recent surveys of the study of state politics and
government. We will then proceed to an examination of the forces shaping the context of state politics,
state institutions, political organizations, and the policy process in the states. Throughout the course,
we will consider the limits and possibilities of state governments, both in theory and in practice.

A major advantage of studying state politics is the leverage that one gains from considering important
theoretical questions that are central to the study of politics, not just state politics. As such, state
politics offers the opportunity to ascertain with better clarity the impact of political environments,
public opinion, and institutional designs on political outcomes. Most important, the study of state
politics can offer answers to questions that may elude most other subfields in political science. Owing
to problems associated with inferences made from single institutions like the US Congress or widely
varying quality in data and cultural/language differences that exist across countries, state politics serves
as fertile avenue for exploring many of today’s most pertinent political questions.

Il. Required Text:
There are nine required books and each is available electronically through the university library (i.e., this

is a no cost course). Students, however, may purchase books at the university's bookstore or through an
online bookseller. If purchasing online, use expedited shipping as readings will begin immediately.

1. Bolton, Alexander, and Sharece Thrower. 2021. Checks in the Balance: Legislative Capacity and
the Dynamics of Executive Power. Princeton University Press. (ISBN —9780691224596).
e Full text available through university library -
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780691224602/html (click “View
content”)
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2. Bonneau, Chris W. and Melinda Gann Hall, eds. 2017. Judicial Elections in the 21st Century. New
York: Routledge. (ISBN-9781138185890).

e Full text available through university library - https://www-taylorfrancis-
com.ezproxy.uta.edu/books/edit/10.4324/9781315644172/judicial-elections-21st-century-
melinda-gann-hall-chris-bonneau

3. Caughey, Devin. 2018. The Unsolid South: Mass Politics and National Representation in a One-
Party Enclave. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. (ISBN —9780691181806)

e Full text available through university library —
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780691184005/html (click “View
content”)

4. Andrew Gelman. 2008 (2010 Expanded Edition). Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State:
Why Americans Vote the Way They Do. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. (ISBN —
9780691143934)

e Full text available through university library -
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781400832118/html (click “View
content”)

e Hard copy is available through library reserves for 24-hour loan period

5. Matt Grossmann. 2019. Red State Blues: How the Conservative Revolution Stalled in the States.
New York: Cambridge University Press. (ISBN —9781108701754).

e Full text available through university library -
https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108569187

6. Andrew Karch. 2007. Democratic Laboratories: Policy Diffusion among the American States. Ann
Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. (ISBN — 9780472069682)

e Full text available through university library -
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/utarl/detail.action?docID=3414804

e Hard copy is available through library reserves for 24-hour loan period

7. Justin Kirkland and Jeffrey Harden. 2022. The lllusion of Accountability: Transparency and
Representation in American Legislatures. New York: Cambridge University Press. (ISBN —
9781009219631)

e Full text available through university library - http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009219624

8. Thad Kousser and Justin H. Phillips. 2012. The Power of American Governors: Winning on
Budgets and Losing on Policy. New York: Cambridge University Press. (ISBN —9781107611177)
e Full text available through university library -

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/utarl/detail.action?docID=1025048

e Hard copy is available through library reserves for 24-hour loan period

9. Raymond La Raja and Brian Schaffner. 2015. Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When
Purists Prevail. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. (ISBN — 9780472052998)

e Full text available through university library -
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/utarl/detail.action?docID=4312079

10. Prepared Articles on Canvas. To access Canvas, visit https://www.uta.edu/provost/Canvas/uta-
canvas-login.php or contact the Office of Information Technology Help Desk at 817-272-2208.

lll. Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation — Attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend each
class and arrive on time prepared to discuss the week's readings. Class participation should
reflect careful thinking about the readings. On the Thursday prior to class, a series of questions
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will be posted in Canvas (the Discussions page). These questions are intended to direct students
to the major ideas/debates in the readings. Additionally, each student will be assigned weeks
where they are responsible for discussing the week’s readings. While all students are expected
to complete the readings and be prepared to discuss, participation as the leader will provide
students with an opportunity to demonstrate a broader command. Lastly, laptop
computers/tablets should be used for class purposes only. While the benefits of laptops/tablets
are numerous, they are generally inappropriate for seminars.

[While class is generally in-person, online classes will be conducted through MS Teams.]
Student Leader/Topic Presentations — Graduate students will be required to summarize the
materials for three separate weeks and undergraduates for two separate weeks of readings.
Where assigned a week’s readings, that student will create a brief PowerPoint presentation
(maximum of 4-5 slides) to be uploaded to Canvas. Student presentations may, where | feel
appropriate, be incorporated into class. There is flexibility with the format of the presentations
(text with audio, illustrations with audio, video, or a combination) but presentations must
describe the contributions of the readings relating to theory, hypotheses, data/methodology,
and conclusions. Connections between the readings must be made with consideration about
how the readings tie to the larger subject. Presentations must be uploaded to the “Topic
Presentations” link in the Assignments page in Canvas by 9AM of the morning of our class.
Weekly leader assignments will be distributed on August 25" and presentations will begin on
September 1%. Presentations received after 9AM will receive a 30-point grade penalty.
Readings List — Each student is required to select one weekly theme between Week 3 (Public
Opinion) and Week 14 (Southern Politics) and develop a comprehensive readings list of readings
connected to that state politics topic. Your list may include books, articles, and book chapters
published since 2010 (not before) and only from the field of political science. Though not
required, students are encouraged to connect their list to their research paper. Readings should
be organized by subtopic and listed alphabetically by author(s) and date of publication. Citations
should be in APSA format. Examples of APSA format can be found at:
https://spu.libguides.com/citations/cite_apsa. Meetings between the instructor and the
students may be set aside during class time to discuss the topic connected and citations
collected. Readings lists are due on October 6th at 9AM and must be uploaded to the “Readings
List” link in the Assignments page in Canvas. Late submissions will result in a 30-point grade
penalty.

Research Proposal - Each student is required to write a semester research paper (e.g., public
opinion liberalism, voter participation with early or mail-in voting, impact of campaign finance
laws, polarization of political primaries, public health policy, etc.). Research should be
independent and form a research design, including a research question, literature review, and
several well-stated hypotheses. Introductory quantitative analysis is required, meaning the use
of descriptive data (e.g., mean, median, mode, standard deviation) to test assumptions. A list of
acceptable datasets will be distributed towards the beginning of the semester. A single-spaced
one-page research proposal (10 percent of course grade) is due on October 20* at 9AM.
Proposals must be uploaded to the “Research Proposal” link in the Assignments page in Canvas.
Late submissions will result in a 30-point grade penalty.

Research Paper — Building upon the topic selected in the proposal, research papers should
reflect a thorough semester project. Graduate students should aim for a 12-page paper and
undergraduates are required to produce a 9-page paper (maximum and not including references
orillustrations). Meetings between the instructor and the students will be set aside during class
time to discuss the topic connected and citations collected. Completed papers are due by the
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beginning of class on December 1% before 9AM and must be uploaded to the “Research Paper”
link in the Assignments page in Canvas. Late papers will not be accepted, resulting in a grade of
zero.

IV. Note to Undergraduate Students

While this is a seminar course and expectations are greater than a typical upper-division course, the
workload for undergraduates is manageable. All students — graduate and undergraduates are expected
to attend class prepared to participate. However, with topic leader assignments, the number of
readings, and the research paper, there are different expectations for undergraduate students. (1) | will
announce in class where reading assignments are reduced for undergraduates for the upcoming week.
(2) All undergraduates will be a readings leader twice during the semester, rather than the three
assignments for graduate students. (3) Undergraduate research papers are 9-pages rather the 12 pages
assigned to graduate students. Other assignments are the same for all levels of students.

V. Grading

Grades will be posted on Canvas. To access grades on Canvas, log in with your UTA email address and
password at uta.instructure.com. If you have difficulty with Canvas, visit
https://www.uta.edu/provost//Canvas/uta-canvas-login.php or contact the Office of Information
Technology Help Desk at 817-272-2208. The grade components of the course are the following:

Attendance and Participation — 15%
Topic Presentation —20%

Readings List — 15%

Research Paper Proposal — 10%
Research Paper —40%

vk wnN e

Grades will be posted on Canvas. The grading scale is as follows:

90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
0-59 F

Policy on incomplete grades (I's) for graduate students: Given that an incomplete grade can be a
permanent grade assignment, incompletes are strongly avoided. An incomplete grade will be assigned
only in the most extreme cases of sickness that occur after the university’s withdrawal deadline.

VI. Class Schedule:

Week 1: August 18
Introduction to the Course and Review of Syllabus

August 25: Student leader assignments distributed
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Week 2: August 25
Studying State Politics and Comparative Research

Malcolm Jewell. 1982. “The Neglected World of State Politics”
https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/2130511
Sarah Morehouse and Malcolm Jewell. 2004. “States as Laboratories: A Reprise”
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.polisci.7.012003.104913

Michael Berkman, Morrgan Herlihy, and Michael Nelson. 2026. “SPPQ and the Development of
the State Politics Subfield” https://go.exlibris.link/XvLyrxzd

Brent Boyea, David Hughes, Marcy Shieh, and Kayla Canelo. 2026. "The Evolution of State Courts
Research in the 21st Century." https://go.exlibris.link/T2yXbv7I

Week 3: September 1
Public Opinion

Andrew Gelman. 2008 (2010 Expanded Edition). Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State:
Why Americans Vote the Way They Do. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Graduate student reading: Devin Caughey and Christopher Warshaw. 2016. “The Dynamics of
State Policy Liberalism, 1936—-2014" https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24877462

Week 4: September 8 (Class is online via Teams — not in UH 455)
Political Parties

Matt Grossmann. 2019. Red State Blues: How the Conservative Revolution Stalled in the States.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Graduate student reading: Charles J. Barrilleaux. 1986. “A Dynamic Model of Partisan
Competition in the American States” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/2111275

Week 5: September 15
State Legislatures

Justin Kirkland and Jeffrey Harden. 2022. The lllusion of Accountability: Transparency and
Representation in American Legislatures. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Graduate student reading: Peverill Squire, 1988. “Member Career Opportunities and the
Internal Organization of Legislatures” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-
jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/2131465

Week 6: September 22
Legislative Term Limits and Redistricting

Michael Olson and Jon Rogowski. 2020. “Legislative Term Limits and Polarization”
https://go.exlibris.link/Wkwm4XdN

David Lublin and D. Stephen Voss. 2000. “Racial Redistricting and Realignment in Southern State
Legislatures” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/2669282

Brian F. Schaffner, Michael W. Wagner, and Jonathan Winburn. 2004. “Incumbents Out, Party
In? Term Limits and Partisan Redistricting in State Legislatures”
https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/40421528
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e Jamie Carson, David Cottrell, and Ryan Williamson. 2026. “A Retrospective on Redistricting
Practices and Electoral Competition in U.S. Elections” https://go.exlibris.link/dYHvwtSy

e Graduate student reading: Andrew Hall. 2014. “Partisan Effects of Legislative Term Limits”
https://go.exlibris.link/3RCvgKHG

Week 7: September 29
Governors and the Executive Branch
e Thad Kousser and Justin H. Phillips. 2012. The Power of American Governors: Winning on
Budgets and Losing on Policy. New York: Cambridge University Press.

October 6: Readings lists due in Canvas before 9AM

Week 8: October 6
Governors and Legislatures (Class is online via Teams — not in UH 455)
e Bolton, Alexander, and Sharece Thrower. 2021. Checks in the Balance: Legislative Capacity and
the Dynamics of Executive Power. Princeton University Press.

Week 9: October 13
Elections: Voting
e Ronald Weber, Harvey Tucker, and Paul Brace. 1991. “Vanishing Marginals in State Legislative
Elections” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/439965
e Brian Schaffner, Matthew Streb, and Gerald Wright. 2001. “Teams without Uniforms: The
Nonpartisan Ballot in State and Local Elections”
https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/449205
e Thomas Carsey and Gerald Wright, 1998. “State and National Factors in Gubernatorial and
Senatorial Elections” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-jstor-
org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/2991738
e Robert Erikson, Olle Folke, and James Snyder, Jr. 2015. “A Gubernatorial Helping Hand? How
Governors Affect Presidential Elections” https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://www-
jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/10.1086/680186
e Graduate student reading: Barry Burden 2018. “Disagreement over ID Requirements and
Minority Voter Turnout” https://go.exlibris.link/WMRNvHqd

October 20: Research proposal due in Canvas before 9AM
October 20, 27, and November 3: In-class meetings to discuss direction of research projects

Week 10: October 20
Elections: Contributions

e Raymond La Raja and Brian Schaffner. 2015. Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: When
Purists Prevail.

e Graduate student reading: Brent Boyea and Paul Brace. 2026. “Shifting Patterns of Individual
Donations in State Supreme Court Elections” https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/state-
politics-and-policy-quarterly/article/shifting-patterns-of-individual-donations-in-state-supreme-
court-
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elections/6F348AE2D27D2024883C4186D9B72FCE?utm campaign=shareaholic&utm medium=
copy link&utm source=bookmark

Week 11: October 27
State Courts
e Melinda Gann Hall. 1987. “Constituent Influence in State Supreme Courts: Conceptual Notes and
a Case Study” https://go.exlibris.link/tm4Ly4jH
e Canes-Wrone, Brandice, Tom S. Clark, and Jason P. Kelly. 2014. “Judicial Selection and Death
Penalty Decisions” https://go.exlibris.link/MDfWKqgVZ
e Gibson, James L., and Michael J. Nelson. 2025. “Devolving Dobbs: Abortion Politics and the
Legitimacy of State High Courts” https://go.exlibris.link/9PBBKns3
e Teena Wilhelm, Richard L. Vining, Jr., Ethan D. Boldt, and Bryan M. Black. 2020. “Judicial Reform
in the American States: The Chief Justice as Political Advocate.” https://go.exlibris.link/7ZgnZFJF
e Graduate student reading: Squire, Peverill, and Jordan Butcher. 2021. “An Update to the Squire
State Court of Last Resort Professionalization Index” https://go.exlibris.link/rTdvVrkw

Week 12: November 3
Judicial Elections/Selection
e Bonneau, Chris W. and Melinda Gann Hall, eds. 2017. Judicial Elections in the 21st Century. New
York: Routledge. (Select chapters)
e Graduate student reading: Wilhelm, Teena, Richard L. Vining, Jr., and David Hughes. 2023. “Chief
Justice Selection Rules and Judicial Ideology” https://go.exlibris.link/kbLOCWbw

Week 13: November 10
Federalism and State Policymaking
e Andrew Karch. 2007. Democratic Laboratories: Policy Diffusion among the American States.
e Graduate student reading: Abigail Matthews and Frederick Boehmke. 2026. “Researchers in the
Laboratories of Democracy: A Quarter Century of Innovations in Studying Policy Diffusion in
State Politics & Policy Quarterly” https://go.exlibris.link/MF9tNns5

Week 14: November 17 (Class is online via Teams — not in UH 455)
Southern Politics
e Caughey, Devin. 2018. The Unsolid South: Mass Politics and National Representation in a One-
Party Enclave. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
e Graduate student reading: Lupton and McKee. 2020. “Dixie’s Drivers: Core Values and the
Southern Republican Realignment” https://go.exlibris.link/M98vBP56

Week 15: November 24
No class

December 1: Research paper due in Canvas before 9AM

Week 16: December 1
Papers due and alternative class location

VII. A Note on the Readings
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From time to time, website links in the syllabus will change or stop working. Remember that publication
links are provided as a courtesy. Each of the readings not posted in Canvas can be found through online
databases managed by the university, including JSTOR and Worldwide Political Science Abstracts. If you
have questions about searching for an article or would like a tutorial on database research, please
contact the university library. The library’s liaison to the Department of Political Science is Leyla Bunster
(leyla.bunster@uta.edu) and the resource page for political science is at
https://libguides.uta.edu/poliscittgsc.tab=0.

Remember that links work best when physically at the university. If working off campus, | encourage
students to take time in the early portion of the semester to test access to the readings. Also, | advise
using an off-campus connection that utilizes a virtual private network (VPN), which makes off-campus
downloads easier. VPN software can be downloaded through UTA’s Office of Information Technology
(see https://oit.uta.edu/services/vpn/).

VIII. Core Expectations, Communication and Citizenship

Expectations of Students

| have strong yet reasonable expectations for students. To perform well, students are expected to work -
meaning (1) careful attention to the readings, (2) participation in class is required, and (3) completion of
the assignments. Students that do not carefully read the assigned material or participate in meetings will
have a more difficult time with this course. Additionally, | encourage students to use my office hours —in
person or MS Teams. Where questions arise about the content of the course or a student’s grade, office
hours represent important opportunities for interaction between students and their instructor. If
something is unclear to you, it is your responsibility to seek the answer in a timely manner.

Academic Integrity and Al Software

Use of Al software (like ChatGPT) is strictly forbidden. | consider confirmed or suspected use of Al
software academic dishonesty and violations will be submitted to UTA’s Office of Community Standards.
All forms of academic dishonesty will lead to a grade of zero for any assignment, examination, or
research project.

Communication

The University has supplied all students with an official email address. All communication will be
directed to you through that address and Canvas. As such, you are responsible for checking your e-mail
regularly. Per university policy, | cannot respond to non-university email addresses. Remember to
formalize your email by addressing the e-mail, providing a proper subject, and always signing. Note that
one-line comments or questions are usually not enough for me to know what you are trying to say -
provide enough detail about the context to allow a sufficient answer on my part.

IX. Special Notes:

1. Cell Phones and Electronic Devices — Students are instructed to turn off their cell phones prior to
class. See the comments about cell phone usage in the Citizenship section.

2. Test Conduct — All materials must be removed from one’s desk during an examination or quiz.
Additionally, headwear (e.g., hats), sunglasses, and earphones are not permitted during an
examination.
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11.

Academic Integrity - All students are expected to obey the civil and penal statues of the State of
Texas and the United States, the Regents’ Rules and Regulations of The University of Texas System,
the rules and regulations of the University, and the orders or instructions issued by an
administrative official of the University or U.T. System in the course of his/her duties, and to observe
standards of conduct that are compatible with the University’s function as an educational
institution. Any student found to engage in cheating, plagiarism, or collusion will be sanctioned.
Inclement Weather — If a class is canceled due to inclement weather, its subject will be delayed until
the following class. Similarly, all tests canceled because of inclement weather will be delivered
during the following class. For information related to weather related class cancellations please call
(972) 601-2049.

Emergency Exit Procedures - Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate
the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which can be found
to the left and right behind the lecture podium. When exiting the building during an emergency, one
should never take an elevator but should use the stairs. Faculty members and instructional staff will
assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will assist individuals with disabilities.
Campus Carry - Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows licensed
individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in
locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is
not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit
http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/.

Students with Disabilities - Any student with a documented disability needing academic
accommodations is requested to speak with the instructor during the first two weeks of class. All
discussions will remain confidential.

Discrimination Policy — The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information,
and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information,
visit https://www.uta.edu/eos-title-ix/equal-opportunity-services.

Title IX Policy - The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to maintaining a learning and
working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the
Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex
in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which
prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE
Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information
regarding Title IX, visit https://www.uta.edu/eos-title-ix/title-ix or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice
President and Title IX Coordinator at 817-272-5062.

Student Support Services - The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and
programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and
better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include
tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal
counseling, and federally funded programs. Among the support services on campus, the IDEAS
Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers free tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer
students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. To schedule an
appointment with a peer tutor or mentor email IDEAS@uta.edu or call (817) 272-6593. For more
information, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit
www.uta.edu/resources.

Syllabus Changes — The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus at any time during the
semester.
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